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Introduction and Background 

Following the success of the first Great Angus Beach Clean in May 2019 a second event was held 
in September 2019. The event was timed to coincide with the launch of the Angus Coastal 
Festival. 


During the first Great Angus Beach Clean in May 2019 three tonnes of marine litter was removed 
from the beach between Carnoustie and Arbroath. The acquisition of an all-terrain utility task 
vehicle (UTV) funded by Angus LEADER the European rural development programme enabled 
multiple bags and heavy items to be transported from the beach in a way which was not 
previously possible. It also led to a new approach to the organisation of beach cleans which has 
seen an increase in community engagement and the involvement of businesses and other 
organisations.


Learning which arose from the first Great Angus Beach Clean informed and influenced the second 
event and this report provides an opportunity to share information and key outcomes.


Participants and Support 

The Great Angus Beach Clean was a 
partnership event supported by a large 
number of individuals, families and 
members of the public. A number of 
b u s i n e s s e s a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
participated including MacDonalds, SSE 
SeaGreen Energy, Carnoustie Community 
Council, Keptie Friends, St Thomas’s 
Swimming Club, Angus Council, East 
Grampian Coastal Partnership, East 
Haven Together, Ladyloan Primary 
School and Aberlemno Primary school. 
Three Angus Councillors also took time 
out of their busy schedules to actively 
support the event. Cllr Julie Bell, (Marine 
Litter and Coastal Habitat Champion), 
Cllr, Lynne Devine and Cllr Mark 
McDonald. Seventy eight school children 
took part and many more attended with 
their families over the two day event. 

At least 100 adults participated.


SeaGreen energy donated £200 which funded petrol for the ATV, sharps boxes, biodegradable 
bags, gloves and digital weighing scales. 


�  of �3 11



Event Organisation  

Social media was util ised to raise 
awareness about the event. Once again, 
East Grampian Coastal Partnership 
(turning the plast ic t ide) provided 
considerable social media support and 
people were asked to upload photos to let 
us know who was involved and what they 
found using the hashtag #GreatABC19.


An online public information leaflet 
(Appendix 1) invited people of all ages and 
all abilities to play their part in turning the 
plastic tide. People were encouraged to 
collect marine litter and leave it in bags 
above the high tide mark for collection. 
Arrangements were made for the UTV to 
be driven up and down the coast between 
Carnoustie and Arbroath at low tide to 
collect bags and other marine litter over 
four days. This approach enabled people 
to collect litter in more remote areas in the 
knowledge that there was no requirement 
to lift heavy bags any distance. 


During the first Great Angus Beach Clean it became apparent that some people were still looking 
for an organised beach clean and were not comfortable with the idea of going out on their own to 
pick up marine litter. It was also realised that businesses which offer corporate volunteer days 
also require some structure and support. Consequently, Carnoustie Community Council hosted 
litter stations in Carnoustie and Grampian Coastal Partnership, East Haven Together and Keptie 
Friends hosted litter stations in Arbroath.


Once again the event was launched by the children of Ladyloan Primary school who are the 
school marine champions for Marine Habitats and Litter and Cllr Julie Bell, the Cllr champion for 
Marine Habitats and Litter. The event was formally closed by 18 children from Aberlemno Primary 
School who undertook a beach clean in East Haven on Thursday 19th Sept.


Despite the provision of ‘litter stations’ people 
are still strongly encouraged to go out and ‘just 
do it’. The organisers believe that adults should 
be empowered to take personal responsibility 
and pick up litter whenever they see it. Whilst 
legitimate and reasonable risks have to be 
considered, such as, ‘tide times and don’t lift 
anything too heavy’ it is considered to be 
disempowering to be over prescriptive with 
health and safety instructions. People have 
been walking on Scottish beaches for 
thousands of years and taking personal 
responsibility for their own safety. Social media 
was used to convey ‘make it safe, make it fun’ 
messages. 


It is hoped that the wide involvement of school children will develop skills and resilience for the 
future. The children from Ladyloan and Aberlemno Primary schools are engaged, informed and 
enthusiastic. 
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Julia Barton - Littoral Sci-Artist 

In partnership with the organisers of the 
Angus Coastal Festival arrangements 
were made to bring Julia Barton, Littoral 
Sci-Artist to Arbroath Harbour on Friday 
the 13th September to work with the 
children of Ladyloan Primary school. 
Plastic bottles collected by the children 
during May’s beach clean were used to 
create a giant litter cube. Julia also 
displayed other litter cubes which had 
been created from marine litter such as 
cotton buds, muscle pegs and fishing 
rope. 


The children weighed the litter cube and 
used a mathematical calculation to 
establish how much energy was in the 
plastic litter cube. The event was highly 
informative and the children were 
fascinated by both the art and the 
science. They learned where plastic actually comes from and how important it is globally to 
reduce the use of single use plastics. 


Jack Reid (above) also handed over a large 
volume of plastic fishing line, hooks and 
weights which he has picked up from East 
Haven beach during the last 12 months. A 
large number of sea anglers use East Haven 
beach with many anglers travelling long 
distances at the weekend. 

Attempts have been made to engage with 
a n g l e r s t h r o u g h s o c i a l m e d i a a n d 
subsequently,  the production of leaflets and 
information boards. However, it seems that the 
industry may need to do more to increase 
recovery of this type of dangerous fishing litter. 
Julia intends to create a litter cube out of the 
plastic line to raise awareness of this issue. 
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Watch Your Tackle
Fish hooks can kill more than fish!

We have all been seriously injured by fish hooks left on the beach by sea anglers. East Haven is 
a shared beach and all users should respect each other. That means no dog poo and no fish 

hooks. If your line becomes snagged, cut it as close to the water as possible and attach a 
fluorescent fishing float to highlight its location. Then attach the line to a stone or heavy fishing 

weight to prevent it from washing up elsewhere. Return at the next low tide to remove it.  

If you are unable to return at low tide then you can not fish safely at this beach. Equally, if you 

do not pick up after your dog then you are placing other beach users at risk.

Leave paw prints and foot prints only.

Lucy Bella Flow

Fishing in the Ha'en
Respect and Responsibility

Welcome to East Haven where the residents manage the beach and 
local environment to make your visit as enjoyable as possible. Lots of 
people use the beach for a range of activities such as children playing 
dog walking, and sea fishing. Everyone has a right to safety and 
respect and we ask all users of the beach to respect each other by 
clearing away litter and maintaining a safe environment. 

We kindly request that sea-anglers pay attention to the following:

Fish Hooks
When beach fishing it's quite possible to get your hook caught on an 
obstacle many yards out from the shore making it all but impossible to 
retrieve when the tide is in. In these circumstances cut the line as close to 
the water as possible then attach a fluorescent fishing float to the end 
remaining in the water. Then attach the line to a stone, pebble or heavy 
fishing weight to keep it from drifting out to sea. 

Please return at the next low tide to identify the line highlighted by 
your  fluorescent float and retrieving it safely.

Toilets
We have to close our public toilets between October and March as the 
building has no heating or electricity. Please bring your own toilet 
facilities during these months. Please do not wild toilet in and around 
the village. (try TravelJohn bags)

Litter
Please use the bins provided in the picnic area and car park. Please 
do not dump your used gear in the dunes or the sea. 

East Haven Together - Find out more about East 
Haven on our web-site www.easthavenangus.com     
Find us on Facebook ‘Our East Haven’



What was collected? 

The total volume of marine litter collected during the Great Angus Beach Clean in September 
2019 totalled 1225.7kgs. Whilst this is a significant amount the volume uplifted was a 
considerable reduction on the 3 Tonnes uplifted in May 2019. It is possible that many items 
removed during May’s beach clean had lain on the beach for many years resulting in a 
disproportionately high volume. It is certainly the case that the stretch of beach between 
Carnoustie and Arbroath appears to have been noticeably cleaner during the summer months 
than in previous years. However, only another cycle will help to determine whether this is the case 
or whether there are seasonal variations. It should also be noted that thousands of small plastic 
pieces were uplifted during the second beach clean which although light in weight are significant 
in terms of the damage they create in the marine environment. It is the small pieces of plastic 
which often entangle or are ingested by marine wildlife.


A broad survey of the items uplifted is provided in appendix 3. As can be seen, ghost fishing gear 
remains a significant problem with creels, fishing rope and plastic fishing line amongst the most 
dangerous items. 


Other i tems generat ing 
concern include the large 
number of cigarette ends 
which are harmful in the 
marine environment due to 
the cellulose and other toxins 
contained in the butts. A 
quick clean of a 100m stretch 
in the Victoria Park area of 
Arbroath resulted in a couple 
of hundred cigarette butts 
being uplifted. The ban on 
smoking in enclosed public 
places has created a problem 
in the marine environment 
due to the vast amount of 
c i g a r e t t e b u t t s b e i n g 
discarded in streets and at 
local beauty spots. These 
d i s c a r d e d c i g a r e t t e s 
eventually enter the drainage 
system and continue to the 
sea. 


Marine Litter surveys for the designated 100m stretches at East 
haven and Carnoustie were uploaded to the Marine 
Conservation Society Citizen Survey data base.
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Above: Councillor Lynne Devine, Crawford Paris, Grampian 
Coastal Partnership and Councillor Julie Bell highlighting the 
problem with cigarette butts at Victoria Park beach area Arbroath 
on 15th September 2019

Left: Discarded Cigarettes butts 
which have found their way into a 
drain. 



Street Furniture 

Other items emerging as a concern in the marine environment include road traffic cones and 
traffic barriers. A number were uplifted during the May beach clean and on this occasion a further 
5 traffic cones and 1 traffic barrier was found. Some of these had been in the water for a long time 
and were extremely heavy as they were weighed down with sand.  More work will be undertaken 
to understand how these items found their way into the sea. In the case of those uplifted recently, 
many of them are marked so we will contact manufacturers and contractors to ensure that they 
are collected by the people responsible for them where possible.
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There is reason to feel optimistic that Scotland’s Bottle Return Scheme will make a significant 
impact on the number of plastic drinks bottles finding their way into the sea. Although the scheme 
is not likely to go live until 2021 it will also include glass bottles. The number of coffee cups, 
plastic lids and other food packaging found on the beach remains high. However,  there was more 
capacity to enable people to search for smaller items trapped in seaweed and it was evident that 
coffee cup lids formed a large part of the small plastic pieces uplifted.


Dog faeces both bagged and un-bagged indicate a persistent problem amongst some dog 
walkers to ensure that faeces are removed from the environment. This is the first occasion that 
horse faeces have also been recorded as removed during a local beach clean but indicates a 
possible move towards reducing all kinds of non-marine excrement from our beaches.


Recycling and Disposal of Marine Litter 

During the first Great Angus Beach Clean in May 2019 
Angus Council very kindly provided a skip to assist 
with the disposal of waste. Tyres were recycled 
separately and a few items up-cycled such as bikes 
and scooters.


However, it was realised that marine litter and 
particularly fishing gear presents a major waste 
disposal problem. Angus Council recycles as many 
materials as possible and waste is sent to Dundee for 
incineration. Fishing gear comprises rope, metals and 
complex  non-recyclable plastics and rubber  strips. As 
a consequence it is not suitable for incineration either. 
Clearly the long term solution lies in ensuring fishing 
gear is made from recyclable materials and also in 
preventing it’s loss and ensuring recovery when loss 
does occur. 


Also in May 2109 it was noted that fishermen recovered 
as many items as they could from the store at the rear of the car park in East Haven. They were 
invited to make a donation for any items retrieved but there is no evidence that this has 
happened. In addition, usable fishing gear subsequently removed from the beach  between May 
and September has also been removed from the car park store. Whilst the lack of accountability 
amongst the industry is disappointing it is recognised that the need to recycle and reuse gear is a 
priority. For this reason, it was agreed that Angus Council would not provide a skip for the 
September beach clean and that every effort would be made to up-cycle, reuse and recycle as 

many items as possible. The 49 mixed bags of 
waste were removed to the recycling centre as 
soon as possible along with some rubble and 
metal pieces. Artists and members of the public 
were also invited to help themselves to items for 
domestic projects. Rope and intact creels have 
been removed for reuse. As discussed on page 
7 approaches will be made to utilities and 
contractors to uplift road traffic cones and 
barriers. 


Broken creels wrapped in non-recyclable 
plastics and rubber will be retained in East 
Haven for a period until decisions are made 
about their safe disposal.
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Recommendations 

• Ensure that the two Great Angus Beach Cleans coincide with the National Spring Clean and 
Great British Beach Clean in 2020.


• Consider initiatives to work in partnership with Montrose, Monifieth and Barry.


• Contact other Community Councils to ask if they will consider hosting litter stations. 
Community Councils to be encouraged to act as enablers. 


• Continue survey work to identify sources of marine litter and focus on prevention.


• Progress work to reduce the number of cigarette butts escaping into the marine environment.


Any questions in terms of this report to Wendy Murray  easthaventogether@gmail.com
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Appendix 1: Public Information Leaflet Appendix 2. Survey of items found 
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Fill a Bag

Leave it above high tide level 

Beach ATV will be out 
making collections in the 

morning and evening at low 
tide


Make it Safe and Make it Fun 

Don’t lift anything too heavy


Don’t pick up any sharps

Make sure filled bags don’t 

blow away

For more information contact 


easthaventogether@gmail.com

The Great Angus Beach Clean 
14th - 15th September 2019

From Carnoustie to Arbroath 
Upload your photos 


To OurEastHaven or #GreatABC19



Appendix 2: Marine Litter Survey September 2019  
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